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Where is Earth’s Water?

Surface/other Atmosphere Living things
Freshwater 2.5% freshwater 127 3.0% 0.26%

Rivers
0.49%

Swamps,
marshes
2.6%

Soil
moisture
3.8%

Total global Freshwater Surface water and
water other freshwater

Source: lgor Shiklomanov's chapter "World fresh water resources” in Peter H. Gleick (editor),
1993, Water in Crisis: A Guide to the World's Fresh Water Resources.
MOTE: Numbers are rounded, so percent summations may not add to 100.
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The hydrologic cycle

.

Precipitation

Groundwater flow ..'

Source : Environment and Climate Change, Canada
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CONDENSATION.  Water

Vapor turns to tiny
water droplets and
ice crystals
el it

with particulate
matter (aerosols)

-'*l

ets mix

Atmosphere is
saturated with
maoisture, forming
clouds
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Precipitation mechanism
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than droplets
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Ice crystals
hegin melting

Melted ice
hits the

ground
as rain
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Less infiltration in
~non-porous soils and rock

More infiltration in
porous soils and rock

Water table
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